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Mt. 28:11-15 THE ATTEMPTED BIG COVER UP

Introduction:

When we think of a cover up we think of some kind of wrong doing or at least attempted wrong 
doing and an attempt to hide it and keep it a secret. In our text it was not an attempt to cover up a 
wrong doing. It was an attempt to cover up the truth. Men were attempting to cover up one of the best 
things, one of the most marvelous things that could ever happen. They were trying to cover up the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

This text is a follow up of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This text deals with that period of 
time after the resurrection had taken place. 

I. The report of the soldiers who had guarded the tomb of Jesus, V. 11

A. As the women who had visited the tomb of Jesus went to report the good news to the   
 disciples that Jesus had arisen, the soldiers who had been responsible for guarding the tomb  
 were on their way to report what they considered bad news to the chief priests that the body of  
 Jesus was missing. 

1. Now that raises a question: Why would Roman soldiers report to Jewish leaders?  
2. The answer is simple: Pilate had assigned them to work under the Jewish leaders for 
 the purpose of guarding the tomb.(They were reporting to those to whom they had been 
 assigned by Pilate.) 
3. Another reason was that Pilate was no longer in Jerusalem, but had returned to 
Caesarea where he resided and where his office was located. . 

a. He had come to Jerusalem during the Passover to see that peace was 
 maintained. 
b. It was now three days past the Passover and there was no good reason for him 
 to remain in Jerusalem. 
c. He, therefore, had returned to Caesarea where  his office was located. . 

4. It is also likely that they were hopeful that the Jewish leaders could help them avoid 
 giving a report to Pilate that would get them in trouble. (They had utterly failed to do 
 what they  had been assigned to do.)

B. Consider the report which they gave to the Jewish leaders
1. They explained to the Jewish leaders what had taken place as far as they knew. (They 
 did not know all that had happened.)
2. They reported that the body of Jesus had been placed in the tomb. (They knew that.)
3. They reported that the tomb had been secured and sealed. (They could vouch for 
 that.)
4. They knew that the stone had been rolled away. (They could vouch for that.)
5. They knew that the body of Jesus was gone. 

a. They very well knew that. 
b. But they did not have the foggiest idea why it was gone. 
c. So far as Biblical record is concerned they offered no explanation of how it 
 disappeared.

  
II. The reaction of the chief priests to the report, V. 12.-15.



A. They got the report from the soldiers and did not know what to do about the situation 
 so they called a an emergency session of the Sanhedrin Council.

1 They gave much money to the soldiers and instructed them to say that while they slept 
 the disciples of Jesus came and stole His body from the tomb, v. 13. 
2. They promised to see to it that Pilate would not punish them, V. 14. 

B. There is no way that the chief priests could have missed the truth about what happened if 
 they had been open to the truth.    

1. The body of Jesus had been placed in the tomb and the tomb had been sealed. 
2. The tomb was guarded by the soldiers. 
3. Nobody could have stolen the body of Jesus away.
4. They knew that Jesus had predicted that He would arise after spending three days and 
 three nights in the grave.

 5. The only way they could fail to conclude that Jesus had arisen from the grave was to 
 have their minds closed to the truth.
6. They deliberately closed their minds and would not accept the truth. (They would not 
 allow themselves to consider the truth.) 

C. They instructed the soldiers to lie and tell people that the disciples of Jesus had come while  
 they were asleep and had stolen the body away, 13.

1. If they had been asleep how could they know who came or what was done?
2. They were not all supposed to be asleep at the same time. 

. 3. They could be put to death for such neglect of their duty. 
D. They did two things to persuade the soldiers to give a false report.

1. They offered to give them a large sum of money, V. 12.  
2. They promised to see that Pilate would not punish them, V. 14.

E. The soldiers took the bribe and told the lie, V. 15.
F. The masses of people rejected the obvious truth and believed the ridiculous lie, V. 15. 

1. It appears that they, too, rejected the truth and accepted the lie because they preferred 
 the lie in preference to the truth.
2. It was not just the leaders in Israel who rejected Jesus, it was also the masses of 
 people, John 1:11.  

Conclusion:

Now listen: It is dangerous to close your mind to the truth. I t is especially dangerous to reject 
the truth about how to stay out of hell and how to go to heaven. Yet many people have closed their 
minds to the truth. They prefer to believe the Devil's lie. 

It is equally dangerous to believe the truth that Jesus is the Savior and yet not trust Him for 
salvation.


