
Matthew 22:11-13 The Wedding Garment

Introduction: Perhaps you will recall that I recently preached about the Parable of the Wedding Feast. This 
text is a part of that parable.

 I. A Review of the Parable of the Wedding Feast.
 A. The son of a certain king was getting married and the king planned a great banquet in celebration 

of the wedding.
 B. He invited a list of celebrities to the wedding, but they refused to come. 

(This pictured God sending the gospel to the Jews and the Jews rejected the gospel.)
 C. The king sent out to them again and they abused his servants. 

(This pictures the Jews persecuting the early Christians.)
 D. The king sent his army to destroy them and burn their city. (This pictures the Roman army killing 

the Jewish leaders at Jerusalem and burning the city. – 70 A.D.)
 E. The king then sent out into the highways and invited all to come. 

(This pictured God turning to the Gentiles with the gospel.)

 II. The part of the parable about the wedding garment.
 A. The king saw a man without a wedding garment.
 B. The king asked why he did not have on a wedding garment and the man was speechless.
 C. The king then ordered the man to be cast out into the darkness of the night

 III. The provision of the robes by the king.
 A. It was the king who furnished royal robes for the guests on this occasion. 

(This would insure that his guests would be in suitable attire for such an occasion.)
 B. Thus these robes were provided for the guests on the original guest list.
 C. But since they did not come, the robes were used for the guests who did come.

 1. Can you imagine these poor people being attired in royal robes? 
(It was beyond their wildest dream.)

 2. Can you imagine us in heaven being like the Christ? Can you imagine us being 100% perfect?

 IV. No excuse for the man without the wedding garment.
 A. The king asked him why and he was speechless.
 B. If he were expected to furnish the robe he would have a good excuse, but the king furnished the 

robe.
 C. If he were uninformed about the robe he would have said so and that would have been a good 

excuse.
 1. But he was not uninformed: He was told like all the others were told.
 2. He could see that the others had a robe and he knew that he needed one.
 3. If there were not enough robes for him, he would have an excuse.

 D. Likewise there is no excuse for a man not being saved.
 1. The wedding garment represents the 100% righteousness of Christ that is available through 

faith.
 2. If a sinful man were expected to produce 100% righteousness all on his own, it would be 

understandable why he would fail.
 3. But God furnishes the righteousness of Christ and makes it available to him through faith.
 4. He is informed by Christian friends by the gospel, by the Bible.
 5. He sees others who are saved and knows he needs to be saved.

 V. The fate of the man without the wedding garment.
 A. In the parable, he was bound and cast out into the darkness of the night.

 1. This means that he would miss out on the wedding feast. 
(There was no way he would get back in.)



 2. This means that he would face whatever danger there was out in the darkness.
 B. In real life those who do not have the righteousness of God by faith will be cast out from the 

presence of God.
 1. They will miss out on the joys of heaven
 2. They will be cast out into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone.
 3. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Conclusion: 
1. You are invited to heaven.
2. But you must have 100% righteousness in order to qualify for heaven.
3. God knows you could never have 100% righteousness by your own efforts.
4. He provides it for you through Jesus and offers it to you absolutely free.
5. You can get it by trusting Jesus to save your soul.
6. There is no excuse for you not to get it.
7. If you do not get it you will go to hell.
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