
Matthew 19:16-22 Seeking Eternal Life

Introduction: Some came to Jesus seeking to be healed, verse 2. Some came seeking to entrap Jesus 
with trick questions, verse 3. This one came seeking eternal life.

I. The one who was seeking, verse 16.
 A. This one was a man, (“him” “he”, verse 17, 18).

 B. He was a young man, V. 20.

 C. He was a rich young man. V. 22

 D. He was a ruler. Luke 18:18

 E. He was a concerned young man.

 1. He was concerned about where he would spend eternity.

 2. At a time when many would have been concerned only with pleasure and getting more 
riches.

 3. Perhaps he had lost a young friend in death or a family member.

 4. Perhaps he had heard one of the apostles preach or the testimony of a friend who had 
witnessed to him.

 F. He was a man with misconceptions.

 1. He thought of Jesus as only a man. (A good man and a knowledgable man. But only a 
man.

 2. He is God

 3. God only is good (Why call Him good and not God?)

II. The answer to his inquiry

 A. Jesus pointed him to the commandments of the law.

 1. This has been a puzzle to us Christians. Why the law rather than the Gospel?

 2. There were 2 reasons Jesus pointed to the law.

 a. The inquiry asked specifically for some good thing to do in that case one must keep 
the law.

 b. The law, though not designed to save, was designed to help one see that he has 
sinned and is in need of mercy and grace through faith.

 B. The young man inquired “Which?” V. 18

 1. Jesus could have said “all.”  James 2:10

 2. Instead Jesus named 6 commandments of the law.

 3. He deliberately omitted some of the commandments in order to place emphasis on them 
later.

 4. It would become increasingly difficult to claim one's innocence to these 
commandments.

 C. Note these 6 commandments. V 18-19



 1. “Thou shalt do no murder” (Not understanding the spirit of the law about hatred he 
would boldly proclaim his innocence. V. 20)

 2. “.. not commit adultery.” (He proclaimed his innocence but could not feel good about it 
because he could remember times when he really wanted to commit adultery.)

 3. “.. not steal.” (When he proclaimed his innocence he must have thought only of the big 
things.)

 4. “.. not bear false witness.” How could he be sure that he remembered?

 5. “.. honor they father and they mother.” (This requires 100% obedience and 100% proper 
attitude. How ridiculous to proclaim innocence.)

 6. “Love they neighbor as thyself.” (Not one of the 0 commandments but a part of the 
summary as given in Deuteronomy. If the law had said “be a good neighbor” many 
could claim obedience. But to love the neighbor as much as self? No way!)

 D. The young man failed to acknowledge his sin. 

 1. He claimed to have kept these things from his youth up.

 2. How can people claim “I have never done anything I am ashamed of.” in view of the 
plain teachings of scripture? Romans 10:23

III. A pricking of the conscience.

 A. He asked “What lack I yet?” V. 20

 B. He could proclaim his innocence all he wanted to but his conscience knew better.

 1. There was still a troubled feeling in his soul.

 2. There was still a fear of judgement in his heart.

 C. He was still lost even though he had tried to keep the law.

IV. The test, the choice and his failure.

 A. The Lord put him to the test.

 1. Jesus said “Sell all and give to the poor.”

 2. One commandment in the law said “Thou shalt not covet.”

 3. Now claiming innocence was not sufficient. His actions would tell the tale.

 B. He had a choice to make.

 1. He could choose his riches or Jesus.

 2. He could trust himself or Jesus.

 3. He could choose his riches or eternal life.

 4. He could choose his riches or heaven.

 5. He could choose hell or heaven.

 C. He made the wrong choice.

 1. He went away sad.

 2. He went away  to try to enjoy his riches for a little while.



 3. He went away to soon leave his riches behind and spend eternity suffering in hell.

Conclusion:

1. Are you concerned about your eternity?

2. Are you aware that you cannot get into heaven by doing good deeds?

3. Do yo know that you are a sinner?

4. Are you away that Jesus is God in the flesh?

5. Do yo know that Jesus can save your soul?

6. The test: will you trust Jesus as your savior?
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