
Matthew 19:13-15 The Care and Concern of Jesus For Children

Introduction: Jesus had left Galilee and was headed toward Jerusalem thru Samaria. Because of a hostile 
reception in Samaria, He crossed Jordan into Perea where large crowds came to Him. Eventually the Pharisees 
also came and sought to entrap Him with a question about divorce. This led to a discussion with His disciples 
about marriage and celibacy. 

I. An interruption by parents bringing their children to Jesus, verse 13a.
A. It was common practice for Jewish parents to bring their little children to the synagogue that the 

rabbi may lay hands on their head, pronounce a blessing, and pray for God to fulfill the blessing. 
(The practice was also common in these lands that bordered Israel.)

B. Although Jesus had no official connection to the synagogue these people recognized Him to be sent 
from God. (Some no doubt recognized Him as the Messiah.)

C. Hence they sought the blessings of Jesus on their children and so they brought their children to 
Jesus.

II. The rebuke of the disciples to the parents, verse 13b.
A. The disciples saw the disruption and tried to stop it.
B. They meant well.

1. They may have thought Jesus would not wish to bother with little children.
2. They may have thought it beneath His dignity.

C. They rebuked the parents. (“Get these kids out of here! Away! Begone! Shoo! Scat!”)

III. The Lord's rebuke of the disciples, verse 14.
A. Jesus did not in the least feel annoyed by the children, but was pleased to see them. (He loves 

children just as much as He does adults.)
B. He reminded them “. . .  of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Back in Matthew 18:2-3 Jesus had said that even an adult must become like a little child in some 
ways in order to enter the kingdom of heaven. (Humble, trusting, etc.)

C. Hence, “You are all like little children to me. If little ones could not come to me, you could not come 
to me.”

D. He instructed, “Do not hinder little children from coming to me.”
E. He then blessed the little children, verse 15.

IV. Some popular misconceptions of this passage.
A. Some use it to justify their practice of infant baptism.

1. That is strange because I find no mention of baptism at all in the passage, adult or infant. 
(Nothing akin to is mentioned. If it were it would be easily found in verses.)

2. If one is going to practice infant baptism, he had better hunt some other passage to justify it.
B. These likewise use the passage to justify the practice of bringing little children (infants) into church 

membership.
1. They misinterpret “for of such is the kingdom of heaven”.
2. They take this to mean that the kingdom is composed literally of little children and infant babies.
3. They ignore the Lord's own interpretation, Matthew 18:3.
4. They ignore the Bible record which describes membership of the church.
5. The Bible mentions adult members but not one child or infant.

V. What the text does teach.
A. That Jesus cares for little children; He loves them.

1. He loves all the world and they are a part of the world.
2. He loves the little children more than their parents do.



3. He cares where they will spend eternity.
4. He died for them.
5. Thru the “atonement” He provided that if a child dies before the age of accountability, he is 

covered by the blood and will go to heaven.
6. He provided thru the gospel that after the child is capable of trust in Christ, he may be saved 

even at a young age.
B. It teaches that children should not be hindered from coming to Jesus.

1. The disciples were hindering those children from coming to Jesus for His blessings on them.
2. Many parents hinder their children from coming to Jesus for salvation.
3. They do not outright forbid their children to come, but by their negligence they make it very 

difficult for their children to be saved.
4. One must hear and believe the gospel to be saved and they make it hard for their children to hear 

and believe.

Conclusion:
1.  Have you trusted Jesus as your Savior?
2. Are you doing what you can to bring your children to Jesus? 

(Do you regularly bring them to church and Sunday School?)
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