
Matthew 19:1-9 The Pharisees' Question About Divorce

Introduction: For years the Pharisees had been debating the question of divorce. One group said a man 
could divorce for any reason. Another said only in the case of adultery. In our text they ask Jesus.

 I. Jesus' departure from Galilee, verse 1a.
 A. Jesus had made His headquarters in Galilee and had spent most of His ministry there.

 1. Whenever He would leave He would soon return.
 2. But because of the Pharisees, He had growing opposition there.

 B. Now He was leaving Galilee to go to Jerusalem where He would be crucified.
 C. He would not return until after His crucifixion and resurrection.

 II. Jesus' visit into Perea, verse 1b.
 A. Matthew does not record it, but Luke says that Jesus started toward Jerusalem thru Samaria. 

(The shortest route).
 B. The cities of Samaria, which were usually receptive toward Jesus, were hostile on this 

occasion.
 C. Wherefore Jesus crossed Jordan and continued toward Jerusalem.

 1. This put Him into ancient Gilead, known in Jesus' day as Perea. 
(Today it is a small part of the nation of Jordan.)

 2. He was well received there and He healed many, verse 2. 
(The Pharisees had little influence there.)

 III. The Pharisees' question about divorce, verse 3.
 A. The Pharisees were out of their territory in Perea, but they were dogging His tracks 

determined to cause Him trouble wherever He went.
 B. Their question was not for information, but was a trap.

 1. Whichever way He answered, they would use His answer to turn people against Him.
 2. Also, He was in Herod's territory and Herod had beheaded John the Baptist for speaking 

out on divorce.

 IV. Jesus' answer to their question, verses 4-9.
 A. The Pharisees did not want the truth, but Jesus knew that somebody would, so He answered.
 B. Jesus said that God set the pattern by creating just one woman for one man and one man for 

one woman, verse 4.
 C. He quoted from the Old Testament that the twain was to cleave to one another, verse 5. 

(Like glue; no divorce.)
 D. He pointed out that the two become one. (Thus indicating God's will that they should 

remain one.) verse 5c and verse 6a.
 E. He added His own conclusion, verse 6b. (No quote from the Old Testament.)
 F. It was right here that the Pharisees thought He had fallen into their trap, verse 7.

(They said, “Moses commanded divorce.”)
 G. Jesus corrected them. Moses did not command divorce, put permitted it, verse 8. 

(And that because of the hardness of their heart, but God had never intended divorce in the 
beginning.)

 H. He answered their original question in verse 9.
 1. No, a man could not divorce his wife for just any reason or at least not with God's 

permission. (And vice-versa.)
 2. But God would permit divorce and remarriage in case of adultery.
 3. There was one other instance in which God later permits divorce, I Corinthians 7:15.



 V. Some other questions.
 A. What about the case where you are already divorced and it was not one of the two cases that 

God has permitted.
 1. Be honest with God. Admit you made a mistake and ask His forgiveness.
 2. Then do not go thru life punishing yourself for something God has forgiven.

 B. What about one who has an adulterous mate; does God expect you to divorce that one?
 1. No, God expects that mate to stop committing adultery and make you a good mate.
 2. Then He expects you to forgive.
 3. Even if the unfaithful partner continues in adultery God does not recommend divorce, 

but will permit it.
 C. In our modern times, does it really make any difference what the Bible says?

 1. Yes, divorce may be allowed by the law of the land for almost any reason, but God 
doesn't.

 2. And sooner or later we will all answer to God.
 D. Should divorce and remarriage disqualify one from church membership?

 1. It certainly would not keep one from being saved.
 2. No. Neither should it keep one out of church. (Nowhere does the Bible teach that it 

should keep one out of church.)
 E. What should you do about a son or daughter who has divorced?

 1. Love him. (Or her.)
 2. Help him pick up the pieces and find what happiness he can.
 3. Do not judge: Let God do the judging. (If you were in his place you might have done the 

same thing.)
 F. What about a son or daughter who is considering divorce?

 1. Encourage him to make a go of the marriage.
 2. Stand by him and help him if he does divorce.

Conclusion: 
1. If you are married, make every effort to strengthen you marriage.
2. If you plan to marry ask God's help in making a good marriage.
3. If you are unsaved remember that your marriage is but one thing for which you will give 

account to God. Trust Jesus and be saved.
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