
Matthew 13:53-58 Rejection of Jesus in His Own Hometown

Introduction:  In Pensacola the businessmen sponsored a treasure hunt.  My brother punched in the 
sand right where it was buried but did not find it.  So it was with the people of Nazareth.  They came so 
close to being saved, but they missed it altogether.

 I. Jesus' departure from Capernaum  , “He departed thence”
 A. This city had been His headquarters up to this time.  (Most of His preaching had been done 

there and most of His miracles were done there.  His greatest miracles were done there.)
 B. But there was a growing opposition to Jesus in Capernaum by the scribes and Pharisees.
 C. Therefore Jesus left Capernaum and returned home to Nazareth.

 II. Jesus' appearance in the synagogue at Nazareth  .  
“When he was come into his own country he taught them in their synagogue”

 A. This was the same synagogue He had attended as a child and as a teen and as a young adult. 
(If there was any place He should be well received, it should be here.)

 B. For thirty years He had attended this synagogue and for three years He had been gone.
 1. He had become famous in those three years.
 2. He returned as a local boy who had made good.

 C. He was invited to speak in the synagogue by the rabbi and the people were much impressed, 
(astonished) verse 54.
 1. They had never heard anyone speak with such wisdom.
 2. They had never seen anyone with such power.
 3. His wisdom and power should have convinced them that He is the Messiah.

 III. The doubt of the people  .
 A. They raised questions, verse 54.

 1. Where did He get His wisdom and His power?
 2. Either from God as His disciples said or from the Devil as the Pharisees said.

 B. But theirs were not questions of honest inquiry.  
(Rather they were questions of opposition and prejudice.)

 C. They refused to see Jesus other than from the earthly human point of view, verses 55-56.
 1. They saw Him as a son in Joseph's home.
 2. Hey saw Him as a son to Mary.
 3. They saw Him as a brother in a family.
 4. They saw Him as a carpenter, the son of a carpenter.

 D. They refused to believe in Him as the Son of God, verse 57.
 1. They were offended at the suggestion.
 2. They rejected the whole idea.

 E. Because of their unbelief Jesus did not perform many miracles there.  
 1. They missed the opportunity to have their sick healed.
 2. He had the power whether they believed or not, but it was not to the honor and glory of 

God for Him to do so.  God got no glory when they rejected His son.)
 F. These people came so close to going to heaven.

 1. They saw the very Son of God.  (Grew up with Him).
 2. They heard His great words of wisdom.
 3. They saw His great power demonstrated.

 G. But they rejected the Christ and went to Hell.  (They missed the chance to be saved.)



Conclusion:
1. Today it is too late to be concerned about the people of Nazareth.
2. But it is not too late to be concerned about the people of our area.
3. It is not too late to get concerned about the people of our congregation.
4. Because Jesus is the Christ and is able to save I am asking you to trust in Him.
5. Because Jesus has already saved some of you I am asking you to serve the Lord who saved you.
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