
Message #221

Mt. 28:19-20 GOING TO THE LOST WITH THE GOSPEL

Introduction:

This particular sermon is most important as far as the wellbeing of the church is concerned. 
Going to the lost with the gospel is the lifeblood of the church. It is also most important as far as the 
cause of Christ is concerned. But in this message I will be talking to you about the local church where 
you hold membership and also to you as an individual Christian. .

The Lord, in the text had given the Great Commission.  The word, commission, means 
authority. The Great Commission grants certain powers or authority and sets forth certain duties to 
perform. It is called “great” in contrast to the previous commission which was given back in chapter 
10. That commission is generally called, the “Limited Commission” because in that commission the 
disciples were sent only to the land of Israel and to the Jewish people. They were not at time to go to 
the Gentiles with the gospel message. But in the Great Commission they were sent to all the territories 
in the world and to all of the people in the world, including the Gentiles. 

There were three assignments given to the church in The Great Commission. The first 
assignment was to carry the gospel message to the unsaved. The second was to baptize those who got 
saved as a result of believing the gospel message. The third was to teach and train those who were 
saved and baptized. 

In this message I will deal only with the first assignment, carrying the gospel to the unsaved.

I. What is the first assignment which Jesus gave in the Great Commission?

A. It is not to indoctrinate the unsaved. 
B. Jesus did use the word, teach, but He was not talking about teaching the unsaved the various  
 doctrines of the Bible.  . 

1. In the first place, the unsaved simply cannot understand the doctrinal issues of the 
 Bible, I Cor. 2:14. 
2. That is why the doctrinal things are foolish to the unsaved; he cannot  understand 
 them. 
3. It is futile for us to try to indoctrinate them because they cannot understand the great 
 doctrines. . 

C. The Greek word which here is translated “teach” literally means “to make disciples.”
1. Therefore, the first assignment which Jesus gave to us is “to make disciples.”
2. There is another Greek word which is translated “teach” which does carry the  
 meaning of “to indoctrinate,” but this is not that word. 
3. The way to make disciples is to present the gospel message to the unsaved. 

a. Help them to understand that they are sinners. 
b. Help them to know that they are lost sinners, headed for the fires of hell. 
c. Inform them that Jesus Christ is the Savior of men. 
d. Help them to understand that if they will repent of their sin and trust Jesus 
 Christ for salvation that Jesus will save them. Luke 13:5; John 3:16; Rom. 
10:13. 

D.  When one will repent and trust Jesus to save his soul then he becomes a disciple, but 
 if he will not trust Jesus for salvation there is nothing you can do make him a disciple of 
 Jesus. 

1. You may get  him io join the church.



2. You may get him to be baptized. 
3. You may get him to be active in the church.
4. But until he repents of his sin and trusts Jesus Christ for salvation he is not a disciple.

E. That is why our chief objective should not be to get people to join the church. (If our   
 objective was to get people to join the church I suspect that we could do it without any   
 problem.    .

   
II. Who bears  the responsibility of carrying out this assignment?

A. This was not a responsibility to be borne by the pastor alone. 
1. The task is too big for any one man. 
2. If a church has only one man who is attempting to carry the gospel to the lost then that 
 church cannot succeed.  .(It will dry up and blow away.)
3. Jesus gave this assignment to the entire membership of the church. (According to the 
 Apostle Paul, there were over 500 present when He gave the Great Commission and the 
 assignment was given to all of them. 

B. It is not just the pastor's job to get out and shake the bushes and try to win lost souls to  
 Christ, it is the task of every member of the church. . 
C. It is not enough to pray for the lost; we must go to the lost and witness to them about their 
 need of Jesus Christ. 
D. It is not always easy, but it is a lot easier than seeing a friend or neighbor die and and having 
 to say to yourself, “I wish had talked to him about Jesus” (I know that from experience.)
E. There might be somebody in ever church who would say, “That's all right for those who want 
 to do it, but not me. I'm not going to do it. I'll come to church. I'll help pay the bills, but I am  
 not going to talk to somebody about his need of being saved.” But like it or not that is the  
 assignment that Jesus has given.).

II. Who are the prospects?

A. Jesus said, “Make disciples of all nations.” 
1. Now when we use the word “nations” we think of foreign countries, distant lands. 
2. And that is included in our assignment.
3. But the Greek word which here is translated :”nations” primarily means “peoples.” 

B. Therefore, the assignment is to carry the gospel to all people of all nations. 
1. We are to carry the gospel to the rich. 

a. We are not to go to them just because they are rich. 
b. Nor are we to avoid them because they are rich. 

2. We are to carry the gospel to the poor. (That means going to homes where you could 
 throw a cat through the holes in the wall.)
3. We are to go to homes that are dirty and haven't been cleaned up in five years. 
4. We are to go to those who are highly educated and have a doctor's degree. (Did you 
 know that Dr. So-and So will go to hell the same as an unlearned man unless he repents 
 of his sin and trusts Jesus for salvation.) 
5. We are to carry the gospel to those who are morally clean and who live exemplary 
 lives. 
6. We are to carry the gospel to drunken bums and to those who are adulterers.
7.We are to carry the gospel to every nationality.
8. God sent Jesus to die for the whole world and we are to carry the gospel to the whole 
 world. (Or, at least, try)  



9. The whole world needs to be saved. 

III. What are our options?

A. There are only two choices which we can make:
1. A church can choose to be obedient to God and to attempt to sprread the gospel to the 
 people of the world or a church can choose not to carry the gospel to the unsaved. 
2. That means the people can choose to be obedient to God or to be disobedient to Him 
who has all power and authority in heaven and earth. 

B. The church which has an opportunity to support the spread of the gospel by helping to  
 finance the work can , by their vote, choose to do so or choose not to do so. 

1. If a church chooses to obey then the One who has all authority in heaven and earth 
 will bless that church.   
2. If a church chooses not to obey then the One who has all authority in heaven and earth 
 will punish that church for her disobedience. 

C. An individual within the church can likewise choose to be obedient to the command or 
 choose not to obey. 

1. If he chooses to obey then the One with all authority in heaven and earth will bless 
 him for his obedience. 
2. If he chooses not to obey then that person is in from trouble, I Cor.11:30. 

a. Do you know what kind of sleep He is talking about?
b. He is talking about being dead ------ dead!

3. If the Lord would bring that kind of severe punishment for abusing the Lord's Supper, 
 how much more severe would the punishment be for disobeying the command to carry 
 the gospel to the unsaved?
4. A child cannot tell his daddy “I am not going to do what you told men to do” without 
 expecting severe consequences and or individual Christian cannot tell the Lord that he 
 will not obey Him without serious consequences. 

IV. One more question

A. This question is not to the church nor individual Christian, but is to the unsaved person. 
B. What are you going to do about the gospel?

1. You can reject it altogether.
2. You can put the matter off for consideration at a later time. (Many people who put the 
 matter off until later never get saved and end up in the fires of hell.) 
3. You can acknowledge that you are a lost sinner and ask Jesus to save your soul.

a. If you will trust Him now to save you He will save you now, John 3:18..
b. If you will trust Him now He will save you now and you will have the matter 
 settled forever; (You will never be lost again, John 5:24.)

Conclusion:

1. If you are saved, please tell others how you got saved so that they will know how they can get saved. 
2. If you are not saved, please call upon Jesus now and ask Him to save you and keep you out of hell. 




