
Message #215

Mt. 27:31-60 THE CRUCIFICTION OF JESUS

Introduction:

In the previous verses we witnessed the brutal scourging of Jesus. In the words of this text we 
will witness His crucifixion which was much more painful. Matthew does not cover all of the details of 
His  crucifixion, but he does cover many of the them. In order to cover most of these verses in one 
message I will not dwell on any of them at length. 

I. Jesus led away to be crucified, V. 31-33

A. They removed the royal colored robe, which was used in mockery, and put His own robe  
 back on Him, V. 31.
B. They then led Him away to be crucified, V. 31. 
C. Matthew says that they found a man named Simon of Cyrene , a city in north Africa, and  
compelled him to carry the cross of Jesus, V. 32. 
D. John said that Jesus carried His own cross, John 19:17. 

1. There is no contradiction. 
2. Jesus carried His own cross as far as He could in His weakened condition and then 
 Simon carried it the rest of the way.

E. They went out of the city of Jerusalem to a place which is called Golgotha. V. 33.
1. The word, Golgotha, like the word, Calvary, means skull. 
2. Not that there were any literal skulls in the area, but the rock on which Jesus was 

  crucified, looked like a skull.

II. Jesus crucified, V. 34-38

A. They tried to get Jesus to drink vinegar mingled with gall, V. 34. 
1. This was a drink which each Roman soldier carried with him into battle. 

a. It would somewhat ease the pain if he or one of his comrades was wounded. 
b. The soldiers sought to use this drink to lessen His pain on the cross, but Jesus 
 would not drink it.  it. 

2. He knew that it would somewhat relieve His pain but that would defeat His purpose of 
 going to the cross if it lessened His pain
3. He had gone to the cross to suffer the full penalty for man's sins. 

B. They crucified Him, V. 35. 
1.. They nailed His hands to crossbar and they nailed His feet to the post.
2. This put part of the weight of His body on His arms and part on His feet. 
3. If He shifted His body to take some of the weight off his arms that put more weight on 
 His feet.  
4. If He shifted to take some of the weight off His feet that put more weight on His arms. 
5. The tendons in both arms and both legs were soon inflamed and very painful.
6. Fever racked His entire body and His head did soon hurt much more than a migraine. 
7. It is likely that both shoulders were pulled out of socket and that brought excruciating 
 pain. (Did you ever suffer from bursitis?) 
8. His entire body was racked with fever and that added greatly to His misery. 

C. Crucifixion is the most painful method of execution which any nation has ever used in the 



 history of man. 
D. The physical pain was not the only pain; there was great shame, V. 35. 

1. They stripped Him of His garments. 
2. There was no physical pain to this, but there was great shame.

E. The length of time that He was on the cross added to the greatness of His suffering.  
. 1. Verse 36 says that the soldiers sat down to watch.

2. They watched lest someone might try to take Him down from the cross. 
3. They sat down because it would be a lengthy even. 

F. A sign was placed above His head which read, “THIS IS JESUS. THE KING OF THE  
 JEWS, V. 37.

1. Roman law required that the guilt of the victim be written on a sign and nailed to his 
 cross.  
2. This requirement was aimed at being a deterrent to crime. (The people could read 
 what the victim was accused of and they would think twice before they would ever be 
 guilty of that same crime.)
3. However, Jesus have been pronounced “Not guilty” of all the charges placed against 
 Him.
4. He had never been guilty of any crime nor any sin. 
5. Therefore, they could not name anything He had done wrong and this seemed the best 
 that they could come up with to put on the sign. 
6. How right they were! (He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!)

G. He was crucified between two thieves, V. 38. (This was in keeping with Old Testament  
 prophecy, Isa. 53:9)

III. The revelings of the crowd, V. 39-47

A. They marched by the cross in great numbers expressing their contempt of Him, V.39-44. . 
B. There was darkness over the land from the 6th to the 9th hour, V. 45.
C. Since He was suffering for the sins of all mankind even God the Father could not give Him  
 comfort, V. 46.
D. He was ridiculed by the crowd even for that humble cry to the Father, V. 47. 

IV. A small comfort finally received and accepted, V. 48

A. Finally, a man, presumably a Roman soldier, ran and took a sponge and for the second time  
 He was offered a drink of the vinegar, V. 48. 
B. The first time He was offered this vinegar He had refused to drink any of it, but this time He  
 drank a few swallows. V. 49.
C. Why? Why did He drink some of it this time?

1. When it was offered the first time He did not want to dull His senses. He wanted to 
 suffer the full penalty of man's sins. 
2. When it was offered to Him the second time He had already suffered sufficiently to 
 pay the sin debt for all mankind. 
3. His acceptance of the drink showed that He had already suffered sufficiently to be the 
 Savior of all who would trust Him for salvation. 

D. Still there were some who continued to ridicule Him, V. 49.

V. The death of Jesus, V. 50-60



A. Jesus then cried with a loud voice and yielded up His Spirit in death, V. 50
B Several signs were given showing that a momentous event had taken place, V. 51-53.
C. The Roman centurion who was in charge of the crucifixion spoke out and said that this man  
 whom he had crucified is truly the Son of God,  V. 54.
D. There were many godly faithful Christian women who had stood with Jesus as best they  
 could through it all, V. 55-56. (They could not help Jesus any more, but they had been faithful  
 to the end.).
E. Two godly men made sure that Jesus had a proper burial, V. 57-60.

Conclusion:

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved...” Acts 16:31. 


