
Matthew 21:14-16 Three Different Reactions To Jesus

Introduction: We have recently seen Jesus ride triumphantly into Jerusalem as Messiah – King. Then 
we saw Him go into the temple and drive out those who buy and sell and overturn the money tables. 

In our text today we see three different reactions to Jesus.

 I. Those who realized their need for Jesus, verse 14.
 A. Jesus is still in the temple after driving out those who buy and sell when a great crowd 

comes seeking to be healed.
 B. Those who were blind recognized their need of Him.

 1. They had heard how He had given sight to the blind back at Capernaum.
 2. No doubt they had heard about the two blind men at Jericho who were recently healed 

and made to see.
 C. Likewise those who were lame recognized their need.

 1. He had healed so many others.
 2. They were convinced that He could heal them.

 D. They might have reacted negatively to the casting out of those who buy and sell and those 
who operate the money tables.
 1. They knew that the temple officials would be upset.
 2. They knew that the scribes and Pharisees had long been displeased with Jesus.
 3. They knew that these people deserved to be driven out.

 E. But they came on anyway. (Slowly and doggedly.)

 II. Those who praised the Lord, verse 15.
 A. The children in the temple cried out praises to Him.
 B. Only the day before they had heard Him called the Messiah.
 C. Today they stand amazed as He gave sight to the blind and healed the lame.
 D. Even these children recognized this as the fulfillment of prophesy about the Messiah.
 E. They took up the cry “Hosanna to the son of David.”

 III. Those who criticized the Lord, verses 15, 16.
 A. The chief priests and scribes were “sore displeased.”

 1. They were not displeased because of some legitimate complaint.
 2. They were unhappy when they saw “the wonderful things that He did.”
 3. They were unhappy that the children were calling Him the Messiah. 

(“Hearest thou what these say?”)
 B. Jesus answered their criticism with scripture. 

(“Have ye never read . . . ?”)
 C. No matter that the scripture identified Him as Messiah, no matter how many blind and lame 

He healed, these had already made up their minds.

 IV. These same reactions today.
 A. There are those who recognize their need of Jesus.

 1. Many recognize their need in sickness, in bereavement, in need of daily bread, to help 
with the many trials of life.

 2. Some recognize their need of His saving power. 
(He is able to keep them out of the fires of hell.)

 3. No matter that others are critical, they are determined to seek the Lord.



 B. There are those who praise the Lord.
 1. They have already turned to the Lord and been saved.
 2. They have experienced the joy of salvation.
 3. They know that they do not deserve to be saved but they are so grateful to be saved 

anyway.
 C. There are some who will not be persuaded.

 1. No matter what the scriptures say.
 2. No matter how many others He saves.
 3. These will just die and go to hell in spite of the fact that Jesus can save them.

Conclusion: How do you fit into these groups? Are you aware of your need of Jesus? Have you ever 
trusted Him to save your soul? Please, do not let anything stand in your way.
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