
Matthew 20:29-34 Jesus and the Two Blind Men of Jericho

Introduction: Keep in mind that people from all the land are headed toward Jerusalem to observe the 
Passover. Jesus was headed there to die on the cross. In our text today He is on the last leg of His 
journey. He is leaving Jericho.

 I. A brief stay at Jericho.
 A. Jericho was an oasis in a barren land.

 1. The palm and the fragrant balsam trees abounded there.
 2. It would be a pleasant stopover where they might rest.
 3. The road onward toward Jerusalem was a steep difficult climb and thus this rest was 

important.
 B. Jericho was the city where the twelve spies had found refuge in the home of Rahab.
 C. It was the city whose walls fell as Joshua and his army marched around.
 D. It was at this time packed full of people traveling to Jerusalem.
 E. Jesus attracted a lot of attention there.

 II. His departure and the multitude that followed.
 A. When Jesus departs from Jericho to go to Jerusalem a great multitude followed Him, verse 

29.
 B. It was not merely that they were going the same direction: they were attracted to Him.

 1. They wanted to be near to hear Him speak.
 2. They wanted to be near in the event He performed a miracle.

 C. This was a joyous season of the year and they were in a joyous mood.

 III. A disruption by two blind men.
 A. The joyous activity was disrupted by the cries of two blind men. 

(Mark and Luke mention only one.)
 B. It was the custom of beggars to go outside the gates of the cities to beg from people going in

and out.
 1. In this season of the year the crowds traveling were greater then ever.
 2. These two blind men must have gone out early expecting, “Today is going to be a good 

day.”
 3. They had no way of knowing how good.

 C. These men had heard of Jesus. (They had heard of the miracles He had done in Galilee. 
Especially they had been impressed by the news that He had given sight to the blind.)

 D. Now they hear the people talk and come to understand that Jesus is about to pass directly 
before them.

 E. They began to shout and cry for mercy to attract His attention.

 IV.  Addressed as “the Messiah”.
 A. Note what the blind men called Jesus: “thou Son of David”.

 1. This was a title given to the Messiah.
 2. Hence they were calling Jesus the Messiah.

 B. Up to this point Jesus had not publicly declared Himself to be the Messiah.
 1. John had declared Him to be the Messiah.
 2. His disciples knew that He is the Messiah and so did a few others.
 3. But He had instructed them not to tell at that time that He is the Messiah, because His 

time had not come. (Not time to be crowned nor crucified.)



 C. The disciples must have wondered: Will He pretend that He does not hear? Will He merely 
ignore them, or will He now publicly admit that He is the Messiah by answering their cry?

 V. The blind men rebuked by the multitude.
 A. The multitude did not particularly object to the men calling Jesus the Messiah.

 1. Not that they believed Him to be the Messiah.
 2. But they did not think it fitting for beggars to speak with any great personage.
 3. And they resented the disruption of their festive occasion.

 B. Therefore they demanded that the blind men shut up and keep quiet, verse 31.

 VI. Louder, more insistent cries
 A. Instead of becoming quiet, they got louder, verse 31.

 1. They wanted to be healed.
 2. It was now or never. (Jesus was passing by.)
 3. They were desperate to be heard.

 B. They now began to shout at the top of their voices. 
(They had no idea how easy it is to find mercy from Jesus.)

 VII. Sight given.
 A. Jesus asked,”What will ye that I shall do to you?” verse 32.
 B. They say, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened,” verse 33.

 1. They had come to beg money and it would not seem out of reason if they had asked for 
money.

 2. But money seemed unimportant at this time; their eyesight seemed far more important.
 C. Many things are more important than money. 

(For example: the destiny of one's soul is far more important that money.)
 D. They were healed – their sight given, verse 34.

 1. Jesus had compassion on them.
 2. He touched their eyes. (They touched His heart and He touched their eyes.)
 3. Immediately they could see.
 4. So it is when one trusts Jesus to save.

 VIII. They followed Jesus.
 A. They began immediately to follow Jesus. 

(Apparently they journeyed with Him toward Jerusalem.)
 B. They followed – not as the multitude who felt no loyalty to Jesus.
 C. They followed Him as men whose hearts were filled with gratitude.
 D. Even so should it be with all who are saved.

 1. We will never be able to repay Him.
 2. We should follow Him in baptism.
 3. We should follow Him in righteous living.
 4. We should follow Him in doctrinal truth.

Conclusion (see verse 32.): 
1. Is there some lost soul here who will trust Jesus to save your soul?
2. Is there some saved person here who will give yourself to follow Jesus?
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