
Matthew 16:19 The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven

Introduction:  To say that this verse is difficult to interpret and explain is an understatement.  
Nevertheless, if you will just bare with me, I will try by the help of the Lord to help you with this 
difficult verse.

 I. To whom does Jesus make this statement  ?
 A. In verse 17 Jesus addresses Simon Peter. (No doubt.)
 B. In verse 18 Jesus is still talking to Peter. (Not doubt.)
 C. In verse 19 Jesus is still talking to Peter. (No doubt.)

 II. Does the statement apply to Peter only or does it apply to the entire group of disciples  ?
 A. One view is that it applies to Peter only.

 1. Those who hold this view assert that Peter was here made head of the church with full 
authority over it.

 2. They point out the singular pronoun “thou” in the verse.
 3. According to them Peter would speak infallibly in all matter of policy and doctrine and 

would have the full sanction of  God on all that he would say.
 B. The opposing view is that Jesus addressed Peter as the spokesman for the church (at least on 

that occasion) and that Jesus intended the statement to apply to the church rather than Peter.
 1. We need not linger long in doubt for if Jesus set Peter up as the infallible head of the 

church, then all of the New Testament will be in agreement.
 2. But even Jesus Himself does not agree; in Matthew 18:18 He said that the entire group 

had the authority, not just Peter.  (And not the plural pronoun “ye”.)

 III. What did Jesus mean by what He said  ?
 A. All are in agreement that keys are symbolic of authority.
 B. Since the keys were given to the entire church, the church was given authority to do 

business for God.
 1. As already noted, the authority was not given to just one man.
 2. Nor was it given to the apostles as a ruling committee.
 3. Nor was it given to the disciples as particular individuals; (If so when those individuals 

were gone, the authority was gone.)
 4. But it was given to them as a church; therefore when those individuals were gone, the 

authority would remain.
 C. Note that Jesus gave the church authority, not infallibility.  (Paul's letters correcting the 

churches for their errors shows that they were not infallible. So does the doctrine of 
judgment.)

 D. The authority that Jesus gave was not unlimited.
 1. The church does not have the right to set up rules and regulations, but is obligated to 

follow the rules and regulations which Jesus has set up, Matthew 28:19-20.
 2. The church does not have authority to set up new doctrines, but is obligated to follow 

the doctrines Jesus has set up in the New Testament, Jude 3.
 E. But when the church does business in keeping with the instructions and doctrines of the 

Lord, then all of God's authority is behind her actions, Verse 19b.
 1. This church does not have to ask permission from some earthly headquarters before she 

transacts business.



 2. This church does not have any bishop or synod or anybody else coming around to 
meddle in her business.

 3. God's authority is all she needs and God has already given His authority.

 IV. Some things to take special note of.
 A. Jesus was preparing His church to carry on business for Him after He was gone.

(It would not be long until He would be gone.)
 B. We should feel honored that we would have the privilege of carrying on business for God.

 1. If the Governor or President were to ask us to conduct business for them we would feel 
honored.

 2. It is a much greater honor for God to call upon us to conduct business for Him.
 C. We should make every effort to please the Lord in all that we do. (Every decision and every 

deed.)
 1. This is His church and His work.
 2. We are but His servants.
 3. We should take the Lord's work very seriously and give it our best. 

(I think you will all agree that He deserves our best.)
 D. One of the things that this church does for the Lord is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.

 1. We tell you that Jesus died for you and is able to save you. (We tell you this, not because 
we decided to do so, but because He told us to do so.

 2. We warn you that if you do not repent and trust Jesus you will go to hell.
(God told us to warn you.)

 3. We invite you to trust Jesus and promise you that if you will do so you will be saved.
 4. God's full authority is behind the gospel which we preach and all who trust Jesus He 

will save. (Not because we say so but because He says so.)

Conclusion:
1. Is there somebody here this morning who is already saved who is ready to come and unite with 

this church to serve the Lord?
2. Is there somebody here who is lost and hell bound who is ready to trust Jesus Christ as your 

Savior?
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