
Matthew 15: 21-28  The Crumbs of God's Mercy

Introduction: Our title is taken from verse 27. These words were spoken by a Gentile woman and 
express great faith in Jesus.

 I. A brief tour into Gentile territory  . Verse 21
 A. Tyre and Sidon were on the Mediterranean coast about 30 minutes northwest of Capernaum, 

where Jesus had been preaching. (About 50 miles south of Beirut, Lebanon.) 
 B. The question is: Why did Jesus leave Israel and come into Gentile territory?

 1. Some suggest: to avoid Herod who had beheaded John.
 2. Some: to avoid further conflict with the scribes and Pharisees whom He had angered.
 3. Some: to find rest for Himself and His disciples which they had been unable to find back 

in Israel.
 4. Some: to teach His disciples that they should be willing to carry the gospel even to 

Gentiles.
 5. The truth probably includes all of these reasons.

 II. An encounter with a woman of great faith  . Verses 22-28
 A. The woman is called a Canaanite. Verse 22

 1. Mark calls her “a Greek, a Syrophoenician.” Mark 7:26
 2. There is no contradiction.

 a. She was a Canaanite in her bloodline.
 b. She was a Greek in her religion.
 c. She was a Syrophoenician by her nation.

 B. The woman approached Jesus and cried out for mercy for her daughter. Verse 22
 1. She was much distressed because of her daughter's affliction.
 2. She had probably earlier cried out to her own Greek idol gods, but to no avail.
 3. She had heard of the fame of Jesus who had healed many people afflicted as her 

daughter.  (She had even heard that Jesus is the Messiah.)
 4. Can you imagine her excitement when she discovered that Jesus was present there 

before her.
 C. She addressed Him as “Son of David.”

 1. This is a term equivalent to “Messiah.”
 2. She called on the Messiah for mercy.

 III. The Lord's delay and the great demonstration of faith  . Verse 23
 A. Most of us are surprised by our Lord's silence.

 1. We should not mistake this for lack of concern.
 2. It was to allow her opportunity to demonstrate her faith.

 B. We are likewise surprised that the disciples wanted Him to send her away. Verse 23
 1. Some suggest they were prejudiced because she was a Gentile. (Certainly some truth to 

that.)
 2. Others suggest that they wanted Jesus to grant her request quickly and send her away, 

lest she attract a great crowd which they did not wish. (In Gentile territory)
 3. The Lord did not quickly grant the request or send her away; He delayed.

 C. Jesus finally spoke to the woman, but His words were not at all encouraging. Verse 24
 1. He pointed out that His mission was to Israel.
 2. She must have noticed that He did not say that he was forbidden to minister to Gentiles.



 3. Nor did He say that He would not heal her daughter.
 4. It is a great faith that is encouraged by this rather than discouraged. She cried out all the 

more. Verse 25
 D. Jesus said that it is not suitable to take bread which belongs to the children (Jews)and feed it 

to dogs. (Gentiles). Verse 26
 1. She did not take this personally.
 2. She understood that Jesus looked upon Gentiles as dogs.
 3. She confessed to being as a dog in the sight of God as for as unworthiness is concerned.
 4. She expressed great faith in Jesus. Verse 27
 5. She pled for but a crumb of God's mercy.

 IV. Her faith rewarded  .
 A. What a crumb she got!

 1. You could knock a dog down with a crumb that big.
 2. You could bury him under a crumb that big.

 B. Her beloved daughter was made whole. Verse 28
 1. She was at peace, free from the demon.
 2. She would never be in his possession again.

Conclusion: 
1. There is somebody here who has felt the need of God's mercy in His saving grace.
2. You confess your unworthiness before God but you desire His mercy never-the-less.
3. Your heart should leap up into your throat because Jesus is nearby right now.
4. Do you have the faith to cry out to Jesus to save your soul?P
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